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Preparing Students for Texas’ Economic Future 
Equipping students for workforce success will significantly benefit our state’s economic 
development and prosperity.

5.5M
students – 10% of students 

nationwide – are 
educated in Texas 

schools.

1M+
annual job openings in 

Texas between 2021-2031 
will require 

a postsecondary 
credential. 

Source: Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce, After Everything: Projections of Jobs, Education, and 
Training Requirements through 2031. 

Note: The North Texas region includes Collin, Dallas, Denton, and Tarrant Counties. 
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The Texas Legislature has 140 days to from first day to Sine Die
The only constitutionally required action is passing the biennial budget

January February March April May June

Start of Session
Speaker election

Committee hearings

Gov's state of the state
Committee assignments

Floor debates
Bills live & die daily

Sine Die
Bill signings
Bill vetoes
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The 89th Legislative Session starts today, January 14, 2025.

The Big Three of the Texas Legislature 
The Speaker of the House is elected by his/her colleagues, while Governor and Lt Gov are 
statewide elected positions

Dustin Burrows, Speaker 
Speaker since 2025
150 House Members

32 new for 89th 

Dan Patrick, Lt. Governor
Lt Gov since 2015

31 Senators
2 new for 89th 

20 11

. . . . . 

88 62

. . . . . 

TEXAS HOUSE TEXAS SENATETEXAS GOVERNOR

Greg Abbott 
Governor since 2015
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The 2024 Election Cycle reshaped the House and Senate
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Texas Comptroller Projects $194.6 billion in Biennial Revenue 
Estimate

Total amount is 
slightly below 
2024-25 levels



Education Policy 
Headlines
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Bill filing began on November 11, 2024; over 2,360 bills have been 
filed so far with 8 weeks left until the March 14th bill filing deadline

As of 01/13/25

House: filed over 1,630 bills | Senate: filed over 730 bills

Almost half (45%) of bills filed are re-files from previous sessions

Over 440 of the filed bills impact the Texas Education Code, or approximately 19%

Bill Authors: House D – 52%, House R – 48% | Senate D – 51%, Senate R – 49%
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Texas leadership, known as ”the Big 3,” have shared their priorities 
for the 89th  legislative session, signaling alignment on a majority of 
education-related policies
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Senate Education Committee's Interim Report Underscores Desire 
for "Evidence-Based" Funding Strategies



1111Source: Legislative Budget Board Staff – ID:  8130, Fiscal Size-Up 2024-25 Biennium – August 2024

PreK to Grade 12 Texas Education Agency Funding in Actual and Constant Dollars, Fiscal Years 2016 to 2025

Targeted funding can provide structured and critical financial 
benefit to schools after LBB reports constant dollars at the lowest 
level in 10 years
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Total per-student funding is the result of the basic allotment and a 
series of weights & adjustments

Formulas 
determine a 
district’s 
entitlement (how 
big their cup is).

State 
funding acts 
as the ‘milk’ 
that fills the 
rest of the 

cup.

Local tax 
collections act 
as espresso.

Basic 

Allotment 
Weights & 

Adjustments

Tier I 
Entitlement

HB 3  (86R) modified and created 
numerous weights and adjustments, 

placing student need before a 
district's characteristics.

The BA increased from $5,140 to $6,160 through HB 3 (86R) 
& has remained unchanged since 2019.



Notable Bills 
Filed Thus Far

Bill Author Caption

SB 260 Huffman Relating to the School Safety Allotment in 
the Foundation School Program

SB 192 Menéndez Relating to a grant program to reimburse 
public schools for certain costs associated 
with hiring retired teachers.

HB 362 Bucy Relating to the assignment of public school 
students enrolled in certain school districts 
to an uncertified teacher.

HB 1334 García Relating to the payment of a fee for the 
administration of a special education or 
bilingual education certificate examination.

HB 1429 Buckley Removes funding cap for R-PEP Programs
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Sources to keep track of legislative updates

Track a bill: capitol.texas.gov 

Find your legislators: https://wrm.capitol.texas.gov

Follow legislative hearings: house.texas.gov and 
senate.texas.gov

https://wrm.capitol.texas.gov
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Questions

PFlores@E3Alliance.org

Kate.greer@commitpartnership.org
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